
CCoommppuutteerr  CClluubbhhoouussee  CCaassee  HHiissttoorriieess  SSppeeaakk  ffoorr  TThheemmsseellvveess::
LLaattooyyaa  RR..

ven though 15-
year-old Latoya
must take an hour-
long train ride by

herself to get to the
Clubhouse after school,
she is motivated. She
especially likes to come
on Mondays when as she
says, “no guys are
allowed.”  The Clubhouse
sets aside Mondays as
Girls Day, a special time
for young women to work
with technology in ways
that are relevant and
inviting to them, with the
support of female
mentors and staff.

““WWhhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmyy
bbiiggggeesstt  aacchhiieevveemmeenntt
ssiinnccee  II  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee
CClluubbhhoouussee??  TThhaatt  wwoouulldd
bbee  mmyy  bbaalllloooonn  pprroojjeecctt..  IItt’’ss
aa  wweeaatthheerr  bbaalllloooonn  wwiitthh  aa
ccrriicckkeett,,  aa  mmiiccrrooccoommppuutteerr
tthhaatt  rreeccoorrddss  ddaattaa..  II  hhaadd  ttoo
pprrooggrraamm  iitt..  II  wweenntt  uupp  oonn
tthhee  rrooooff  wwiitthh  tthhee  bbaalllloooonn
aanndd  ttooookk  tthhee  tteemmppeerraattuurree
eevveerryy  1100  sseeccoonnddss..  II  ggoott
tthhiiss  rreeaallllyy  ccooooll  ggrraapphh..  TThhee
pprroojjeecctt  ggoott  sseeccoonndd  ppllaaccee

iinn  tthhee  BBoossttoonn  sscciieennccee  ffaaiirr..
II’’mm  mmoovviinngg  oonn  ttoo
ssoommeetthhiinngg  eellssee  nnooww..  II’’mm
tthhiinnkkiinngg  aabboouutt  mmyy  nneexxtt
iiddeeaa..  BBuutt  ffoorr  nnooww…… tthheerree
aarree  aa  wwhhoollee  lloott  ooff  gguuyyss
hheerree  wwhhoo  mmaakkee  mmoovviieess  ssoo
II  ssuuggggeesstteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ggiirrllss
tthhaatt  wwee  mmaakkee  aa  mmoovviiee..  II’’mm
tthhee  ddiirreeccttoorr..  MMyy  ffrriieenndd
AAlleexxiiaa  iiss  tthhee  mmaaiinn  aaccttrreessss,,
aanndd  sshhee’’ss  ddoonnee  mmoosstt  ooff
tthhee  mmuussiicc..  AA  ccoouuppllee  mmoorree
eeddiittss  aanndd  wwee’’llll  bbee  ddoonnee..
TThhee  mmoovviiee’’ss  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘TThhee
LLaasstt  TTiimmee’’..  IItt  ttaakkeess  ppllaaccee
oonn  aa  ttrraaiinn  wwiitthh  aa  gguuyy,,  aanndd
aa  ggiirrll  aanndd  hheerr  ffrriieennddss  wwhhoo
ttrryy  ttoo  hheellpp  tthheemm  ggeett  bbaacckk
ttooggeetthheerr..  WWee  lleeaavvee  iitt  aass  aa
cclliiffffhhaannggeerr…… yyoouu  ddeecciiddee
wwhhaatt  hhaappppeennss..  WWhhaatt  iitt’’ss
aabboouutt  iiss  tthhee  ppaasstt..  WWhheenn
yyoouu  sseeee  iitt,,  yyoouu  eeiitthheerr
hhaavvee  ttoo  ffaaccee  iitt,,  oorr  ssccrraattcchh
iitt  aanndd  ssttaarrtt  oovveerr  aaggaaiinn..  II
hhaavvee  aa  pprreettttyy  cclleeaarr  ppiiccttuurree
ooff
wwhhaatt  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  ddoo..  II  wwaanntt
ttoo  bbee  aa  ccoommppuutteerr  eennggiinn--
eeeerr..  II  ddiiddnn’’tt  lliikkee  sscciieennccee  aatt
ffiirrsstt,,  bbuutt  nnooww  II  lloovvee  iitt,,  aanndd
II  lloovvee  ccoommppuutteerrss..””

Latoya was introduced to
the Clubhouse through
Beyond Black Boxes, a
special science program
for girls developed by the
Computer Clubhouse in
collaboration with the Girl
Scouts. Now she is a teen
mentor at the Computer
Clubhouse, inspiring
younger girls to explore
their interests and ideas
in the supportive environ-
ment of the Clubhouse.
Although she is only 15,
she knows she wants to
go to the New York
Institute of Technology,
Rutgers University or
Boston University. She
says she found NYIT on
the web and was
impressed, has been to
Rutgers for a visit and
thought it was “awesome”
and is on the BU campus
often to use the library
and other resources.  To
see Latoya’s weather
balloon, go to
http://www.computerclu
bhouse.org   

E




